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Ps ar. cx. 4s 


To the Upright there ariſeth Light in the 
Darkneſs : ------ 


EF Nodlineſs, faith S. Paul, hath the promiſe of " Tin. 
J this life , as well as of that which is to 
come, Of this Propoſition of his, the Pſalm 
we have now' before us, may ſeem to be an 
Explication' or Paraphraſe. Fiep 
For in this Pſalm Two things are deſigned, 
A deſcription of the Pious Man and a deſcrip- 
tion of his Blefſedneſs 1n this Life: cach of which 
is done 1n five inſtances or particulars. 
The terms wherein the Pious man 1s here 
deſcrib'd, are theſe following, 
Firſt, He 1s one that Feareth God and greatly 
delighteth in his Commandments, v. 1. 
Secondly, He 1s one that is Righteous and 
Upright in his Converſation, V. 4. & 6. 
Thirdly, He 15 one that is Prudent and 
Diſcreet in the managing of his Afﬀairs, v. 5. 
He guideth his affairs ay diſcretion. 
Fourthly, He is one whoſe Heart is fixed 
trufting in the Lord, v. 7. 
| B Laſtly, 
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_ Laſtly, He is one that is extreamly Chart- 
table. Hes gracious and full of Compaſſion, v. 4 
He jteweth favour and lendeth, v. 5. He hath FA 
ſperſed, he hath given to the poor, v. g. 

Now the Ble/edneſs of ſuch a man as this, 
asto this Life, 1s defcrib* d1 in the five inſtances 
tollowing. 

The firſt of which is, A oreat and Happy po- 
ſeriry, thus, v. 2. His feed ſhall be mighty p- 
on earth, the generation of the Upright / ball be 
bleſſed.” 

The ſecond is, A Plencifull and: an, Ample 
Fortune, thus in the 3d. v. Riches and Plente- 
ouſneſs ſhall be in his houſe. 

Thethird is, Alaſting Fame and Repintati: 
on, thus again in the 3d. v. his Righteouſneſs 
remaineth for ever, 'and likewiſe in the 6th, v. 
He ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance. 

The fourth is, Honour and Power and Dig- 
nity, even ſuch as ſhall excite the Envy of the 
Wicked, thus in the 9th. v. His horn ſhall be ex- 
alted with honour, the wicked - ſhall fee it and 
jhall be grieved, &c.. 1,4 

The fifth i 15, Great Safety and Peace 1n the 
midit of Dangcrous and Troubleſome times, 
chus in the Text, 7o the Upright there ariſeth 
Light in the Dar lneſs. 1 Lc. Light in the-greatelt 


Str. aits and Difficulties ; for that 1s the mea- 
ning 
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ning of Darkneſs in this place. Times of 
Dartneſ in the Scripture Language are Evil 
and Difficult and Dangerous tunes. - Now 
upon account of this Light that ariſeth to the 
Upright man'in Evil times, it comes to paſsas it 
followeth, | v. 6, 7,8. that ſuch a one /hall not 
be moved for ever, neither ſhall he be afraid 
of evil tidings, for his heart is eſtabliſhed, and 
he ſball not ſhrink untill he ſee his :defire upon 
his Enemies. Or as the Chaldee perhaps better 
renders it, zntill he ſee redemption in diſtreſs. 

Thus 1s the juſt Analyſis of the whole Plalm. 
Now of theſe ſeveral Characters whereby the 
Pious man 1s defcrib'd, I have pirch'd upon 
that of his Uprightneſs to. give an account of 
and. torecommend to you at this time. And 
of the ſeveral Inſtances of the Bleffedneſs of 
{uch a man I have pitch't upon that of Safery 
and Peace i the midſt of Perillous and Trou- 
bleſome times. .Theſe two points I have 
choſen to: entertain you upon, as judging 
them moſt ſuitable to the preſent occation, 
and to our preſent circumſtances And we 
find them both join'd together in the words 
of the Text, To the Upright there ariſeth Light 
in the Darkneſs. 

Here then wc have Two things to conſider, 
Firſt, The Perſon to whom the Promiſe here 
| B 2 made, 
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made, or the Blefſedneſs here mentioned doth 
belong, Ir is the Upright man. Secondly, The 
Promite or the Bleſſedneſs it ſelf, It is Light in 
times of Darkneſs. \ 2d UII Ft; 

Ibeginwiththe Character, of the Pcrfon ro 
whom this Promiſe 1s made, He 1 the Upright 
man, Or as1n our more common: Language 
we cxprefs him, the Horeſt man, the man of 
Integrity. We all know fo well what-is mcanc 
by theſe words, that it would render the thing 
moredifhcult to offer Critically ro give Light 
to them. As all thoſe General Terms, where- 
by a mans whole Duty 1s expreſt 1n Scripture, 
have their ſeveral reſpects and contiderations 
which difterence them one from the other, 
though they be all equally Comprehenſive: 
So hath this'term of Uprightneſs. That which 
it unmedately and particularly reſpects, is 
the Goodneſs of a mans Principles, and the 
futablencts of his Actions to them.Or thus, The 
Conformity of a mans mind to. the Eternal 
Rules of Righteouſneſs, and the Conformuty 
of his Actions to the Principles of his mind. 
This 15 that upon account of which any per- 
| fon 1 denominated Upright, and contrary 
co thus 15 all Hypocritical and Partal dealings 
1n matters of our Duty. So that if we would 


gc the definition of an Upright man, it ſhould 
| | bc 


—<- <=. aw . TOs. 


[55 i | 
bein fueh terms as: theſe,, He is a man that in 
all cungs follows: the Dictarcs of his Conſci- 
ence.” Or, he: is) One, that makes his Duty 
_ af/ his: a _ h-” he » One, thac 
alvtays: propofeth fo Iumſelt Righteous. ends, 
anda thoſe Ends in rem re ways. 
{Thus:3s the gepcrall. deſcription of the UVp- 
right man © Buyftor the more lively diſplay of 
him; :and:theffendring him, as more Amia- 
ble, fo more/Imitable, it will be fit that we 
repreſent: lym a little more particularly under 
thoſe: ſeveral Reſpetsand Capacitics in which 
his Lprighrneſs 15 principally fecn and expreſt. 

And. here. we nuit confider him with re- 
yo God, and with reſpe& to Mex. Under 
xc: former Contideration we are to view his 
Religion, Under the latter his Civil Converſa- 
tron... - 

. And none ought to be ſurpriz'd that in the 
Character of an Upright man we take noticc 
of his Religious Carriage towards God. For 
in truth that 1s a point whuch is Eſſentially 


neceſfary to Uprightneſs. He (faith Solomon) rouge. 


that walketh in Uprightmeſs feareth the Lord. In- 
deed take away Religion andthe Fear of God, 
and the Foundation of Uprightneſs 1s deſtroy d. 
For all the Principles of Conſcience, and all 
the Obligation to live up to thoſe Principles, 

IC 
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is thereby taken away. He that hath no' ſenſe 
of God and Religion, can never think hum- 
ſelf bound to obſerve anyRules in his: Actions 
and behaviour,but what arc ſubſervient tothe; - 
carrying on his private ſenſual worldly :In- | 
terelt : And confequently whatever 18 Incon- 
ſiſtent with that, be 1t never ſor baſe and vile 
and injurious, he cannot take himſelf 1n.point 
of Duty, oblig'd to ſtick at it, when he hath 
the leaſt temptation to it. 'Thercfuloof which 
is, That he may commit. all the 'villantes in 
the world, and yet think humfelf as Innocent, 
and his Actions as Commendable, - as: if he 
had been never ſo Honeſt and Virtuous. . 

He therefore that 1s an Upright man, hath a 
ſerious and hearty ſenſe of God and Religion 
upon his Spirit, and 15s above all things care- 
tull co preſerve and increaſe that ſenſe. Bur 
then his conduct in this affair 1s much ditfe- 
rent trom that of ordinary pretenders to Re- 
l1g10n. | 

For he 1s a man that doth not content him- 
ſclt with a meer ſpeculative beliet, or an out- 
ward Proteilion of the Truths of Religion ; 
bur doth ſo far impreſs them on lus hearr, 
that they influence his whole Lite and Con- 
verſation. He doth not think it ſufficient to 


be Orthodox 1n his Opinions ; or to be a 
Mem- 
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Member of a True Church ; or to be'zcalous 
in maintauung.and promoting the Right way: 
Bur he takes care to live as he belicyes;. to 
practiſe ſutably 'to the profeſſion he makes. 
As. hc holds fait the Form of Godlineſs ; ſo he 
never fails to expreſs the power . of it, in an 
Innocent; ; and: a Virtuous iLife. 


- -.He1sq man, : that un the! whole: Conduct of 
his Religious affairs, minds Conſcience more 
thanany ſclfſh conſideration. ' He takes not 
-up lis: Principles excher out of Humour, -or 
Patfſion;;|/Toadvance his Intereſt, or toplcaſe: 
-aParty :- But he believes a thing becaulc it 1s 


Trae, and Profeficth it becauſe it 15 his Duty. 
Tn matters of Religion he hath the indiftercnce 
of a Traveller, whoſe great concernment 15 to 


arrive at his Journeys end ; but for the way 


that Icadsthither , be it high, or low,” all s 
one. to him, fo long as he 1s but certain thar 
K-15 the Right way. 

And ashe doth not chuſe his Religion out 
of worldly conſiderations : ſo neither doth he 
quit1t upon ſuch. But is rcfolute and con- 
{tant in bearing witneſs to the Truth againſt 
all oppolition whatſoever. As he doth not 


make {how of his Religion the more when it 15 


in faſhion, and when 1t may prove advanta- 


g10us to-him: ſo neither doth he practiſe o_ 
1s, 
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leſs, when 1t may prove Ignomumious or Dan- | 
 gerous. He is obſtinately Tenacious of his | 
' Principles when he knows them to be good; 
and prepared to cndure the utmoſt exrremi- 
ties rather than violate:the Laws and Dictates 

of his Conſcience. 
He 1s a man that thinks Religion too Sacred 
a thing to be proftitured to mean' purpoſes ; 
and therefore he never uſeth it as an Inſtru- 
ment for the ſerving a turn ; never makes it 
a Cloak tor the coveringa private end, though 
he were ſure he could compaſs his' deſigns Bi 
it. He knows that the greateſt Impoſtures 
have laid hid under this mask, and by ſuch = *+ 
Artifices God hath becn often made a Patron 
of the moſt horrid villames. De Wo ON 
He 15a man, that doth not place his Reli- 
g10n1n outward forms” and ſervices ; or in 
little cheap durics that coſt him nothing. He 
hatha nobler ſenſe of God than to chink thac 
ſuch things can alone recommend us to him: 
And thercetore his principal concernment is, 
about the greac Indiſpenſable Duties of Chri- 
Mar.2z. ftranity. 1 he weightter matters of the Law, Ju- 
2 Fflice and Mercy and Faith. He hath the ever- 
laſting Notions and diftcrences of Good and 
Evil, deeply ingraven 1n his heart, and 1n the 
ractifing or the avoiding them, he chicfly 
we our humſclt. He 


He is a man, thatdothnot pick and chuſe 
out of Gods Commandments, whuch to ob- 
ſerve to the ne of the: reſt: but endea- 
vours Uprightly and Sincerely to obſerve 
them all. He calls no ſin little, becauſe his 
temper inclines him to it, or the courſe of his 
Life leads him more frequently into the 
Temptations of it. But he hath an hearty Un- 
form Averſion to every thing that 1s Evil. He 
holds no ſecret friendſhip or correſpondence 
with any Enemy of God; but fights as reſo- 
 lutely, againſt his moſt agrecable and moſt 
gainfull fins, as thoſe that he hath leſs Temp- 
tation to upon thoſe accounts. 

He is a hearty cnemy to all Factions 
in Religion , as knowing the life and foul 
of Chriſtianity 1s often caten out by them. All 
dividing Principles he Abhors ; and as much 
as he loves Truth, he is not leſs concerned for 
Peace. And he is better pleaſed with one In- 
ſtance of his Charity in Compoſing , .or lus 
Zeal in Suppreſling Religious diffterences,than 
with twenty of his Skill and Abilities in difpu- 
ting them. For he knows that LOVE is more 
acceptable to God,chan a reg Opimion ; and 
to be a Martyr rather than di 


vide and rend the ,, 


Church, is not leſs Glorious than to be a Martyr Ale. in 


for refuſing to offer Sacrifice to Idols. 
C Laſtly, 
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- -- Laſtly, He is a man, Religious without 
' noiſe; - and uſes no little Arts to make us Piery 
taken notice of in the World: ' For he fecks 
not the praiſe of Men in-any thing he doth, 
bur ſtudics to approve: himſelf to God: onely. . 
And therefore he is as carctull of his thoughts, 
as of hisa&tions ;, and hath: the fame: fear of 
God, and rcgard. of his duty, when no man 
ſees him z- as-when he 1s 1n the molt publick 
places. 

Theſc arc the great ſtrokes of Uprightnefs 
asto Religion. And whocver makes good theſe 
Characters, may unqueſtionably conchude of 
himſelf, that he is an. Honeſt man to. God-ward, 
A-true Ijraelite indeed in whom there is no guile. \ 

Come we now, in the ſecond place, To take 
a view of the Upright man 1n his civil converſa- 
tion : To give ſome account of bum with rc- 
ference to hs. carriage and demeanour a- 
mongſt men. And here again we muſt con- 
der cok under two. capacitics, as a Private 
perſon, and asa Magiſtrate. 

And Firſt, As a Private perfon, The genc- 
ral Rule by which he. frames and mode]s his 
whole. conycrſation,. 1s. ſuch a prudent and 
diligent care of himſelt, and.his own good, as 
1s nor onely conſiſtent with, bur doth cttec- 


tually tend to promote the.Good and Happi- 
F | nels. 
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neſs of all others that he deals with. This is the 
fundamental Principle which he lays down to 
obſerve in all his commerce with Mankind. 
For he conſiders that every man inthe world 
hath a right to be happy as well as himſelf :. 
And he conſiders, thar, as things are ſo con- 
triv'd, that he cannot be Happy without the 
aſſiſtance of others: So it 15 infinitely reaſo- 
nable that he in like manner ſhould contribute 
his endeavours to the making them Happy 
alſo. Thele now being the main prineples 
of his mind, he takes care in his wink con- 
verſation that his Actions and Carriage be 
ſutable to them, and bear ſome proportion 
with them. | 

And therefore, we may be ſure, that he is 
a man exactly Juſt in all his dealings, and 
would not knowingly do the leaſt wrong or 
nyury to any, though he could gain never 
ſo much by it; and were he neyer ſo ſecure 
that he could do it without diſcovery. 

He 1s a man, that where he +s truſted , is 
faithfull rotheuttermoſt. Never making ad- 
- vantages of mens credulity, nor abuling the 
confidence they repoſe in him. 

He isone, that 1n point of fair dealing be- 
ewcen man and man, 1s feyereeyen to Scrupu- 
lofity ; and he would rather fit down with 

C a loſs, 
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loſs, than ſerve his own ends by any practice 
that hath but a bad report, thac hath but even 
the appearance or ſuſpicion of evil in it; 
thn. in the mean time he knows that what 
is got by ſuch practices is by fome men ac- 
counted lawfull gain. oy 

| He is a manof great Candour, and ſweet- 
ncfs, and obligingneſs in his behaviour : But 
withall, as on one hand, he 1s carefull not to 
run himſelf mto Inconvemiences by his good 
nature : So on the other hand, the kindneſs 
and good-will he profeſleth to all about him, 
s more than a compliment, or a ſemblance of 
his countenance. For his fair ſpeeches are al- 
ways attended with honeſt dealings; And 
what he once pronuſeth, he is punctual in 
making it good, though x be to his own 
prejudice. | 

| He is a man that loves a good Name and 
Reputation, as well as any one, and 1s cx- 
tremely tender of 1t ; Bur yer he ſcorns to make 
uſe of any evil Arts, either for the procuring, 
or preſerving it. 

And conſcquently he is a man,that hates all 
mean and ſcrvile compliance ; and will neither 
fpeak nor doe any thing agaift the ſenfe of 
his mind for the humouring any. Flattery 
and diflimulation he abhors, and he dares 

1s ſpcak 


__- Ln 
ſpeak his mind, when he judges 1 fit and rea- 
onable ; eyen though he knows the doing it 


wall give offence. 


And as he is perfc&tly averſe to all Fawning 


and Flattery : ſo he is above Envy and Detrac- 
nom. BY nevcr —_ —_— ther m_ to make 
7 ter; nor looks upon. the profper1 
of his bo with an x pres ; backing 
and carrying about idle ftorics 1s not the thing 
he lives by. He puts a fair conftruction upon 
other mens words and actions; and will rather 
conceal a real fault, than make. it worſe in the 
reporting x. . He hopes and thinks the beſt of 
all men; and rcjoyceth inthe happineſs of thoſe 
about him. He doth as much good as he can; 
and that good that 1s done. by others, he is fo 


far from envying, that he thanks. God tor.it as. 
if he had done it himſclt. '_ uit 4 


He isa man of great Plainnefs and Simplici- 
ty ; Apert and open, and free in all his carriage. 
You may always know where to have him, for 


his words and his thoughts always go togerher. 


And though he is carefull not to be laviſh of his 
ſpeech, nor at all times to diſcover all his mind: 
yet he 1s as carefull, that what he doth ſpeak 
ſhall be agreeable ro truth ; and he ſo ſpeaks it 


that thoſe that hear him, may take "meaſures 


of his mind from 1t. 7 
He 1s a man, who though he be very watch- 


full _ 
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full of opportunities to doe himſelf good, and 
very fagacious in ſpying dangers, and avoiding 
them : yethenever uſcs any indirect mcans, et- 
ther tor the benefiting or ſccuring himſclt. He 
ſcornsto make advantages of any mans neceſſi- 
ties: Nor will he undermine another,for the etfec- 
ting of his own deſigns. Deceit and Collufion - 
are ſtrangers toall his dealings. Above all things 
he hates a Trick; and in his account to be a 
man of Intrigues, a cunnng or a ſhrewd fellow, 
1s but a more gentile term tor a knave. 

In a word, .IThe deſigns he propoſeth to him- 
ſelf, are all Honeſt and Juſt, and ſuch as tend 
to the good of the Community as well as his 
Own, .but to no mans loſs or hindrance. And 
the means he uſcth: for accompliſhing theſe de- 
{igns, arc all fair and Regular; and fo free 1s 
both his Heart and his Actions from all Im- 
poſture, that he carcs not if all the world were 
privy to them. 

Thisis the man that is Upright in his Corver- 
ſation towards Men. The Man that with the 
wiſdom of the Serpent joyns the Innocence and 
ſimplicity of the Dove. 

- Butthus much of the Upright man asa Private 
Perſon ; Let us now view lim a little under a 
more conſpicuous character. Let us conſider 
him as a Magiſtrate intruſted with the manage- 
ment of publick attairs. (Whuch 1s the Second 


par- 
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WW 
particular we are to infift on under this head) 
And here the Upright man is ſti{l the' fame, ac- 
ted by the ſame Principles, purſuing ftill the 
fame deſigns we have hitherto mentioned. One- 
ly his Vertucs have another Sphere and another 
Object, and therefore require another conſide- 
ration. | 

The great thing he propoſcth to himſelf, in 
taking any Office upon him, 1s. the glory of 
God, and the publick good. The Honour and 
Dignity of the place, and the other worldly 
advantages that may attend ut, arc but ſeconda- 
ry conſiderations with him.. The firſt is his 
main deſign. which he ſteadily and conſtantly 
purſucs throughout the whole Adminiftration 
of his Office; The other 1s never thought on, but 
with ſubordination to the former: ; 

And therefore acting trom ſuch Principles as 
theſe, we may - calily conclude himtobe a man 
whoſe Counfels and. actions are: not ſtecr'd by 
the wind, of. popular applauſe, bur by the ſenſe 
of his dury.. He ftudies not to ingratiate him- 
{clf with men; bur todiſcharge a good Conſci- 
ence. He 1s more carecfull to be a Good: Ma- 

ſtrate. than ro be a Lo»ed one; though (ſo. 
appily arc things contriv'd, that) in being the 
former, herarcly fails of the latter. 

The conſequence of which 1s, That he 1s a- 
manof great Courage and. Boldneſs, and Reſo- 

| lution, . 
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lution, He dares to do whatſoever 1s fir, and juſt, 
and conducve to: the publick good, what diſ- 
couragementsſocyer he meet with. Neither the 
menaces of the nughty, nor the murmurings 
of the multitude, can fright him from his Du- 
ty. For he dreads none but God; nor fears to 
doc any thing but whatis misbecoming him. 

Butthen heis a man that doth nor reſolve 
things haſtily, and upon the conſideration of a 
few particulars, but takes good advice, and u- 
ſeth mature deliberation before he determines 
himſelE He doth nothing precipitately : But 
weighs all things, repreſented to him, as impar- 
tially as he can. Hiscars are open to all parties, 
and he debates what 1s ſaid, without paſfion or 
prejudice or prepoſleſlion ; And he always con- 
{iders more what 1s ſpoken, than who it is that 
{peaks 1t. | 

He 1s a man whom you cannot ſo much di- 
oblige as by attempting to corrupt him.Neither 
the regard of his profit, nor his kindneſs to his 
friends, can in matters of Right, tempt him to 
act againſt his inward ſenſe. As to theſe things 
he 1s as blind as Juſtice herſelf, and you may as 
ſoon draw the Sun from his line, as him from 
the ſtcadyand ſtrict paths of Righteouſneſs. 

He 1s a man that looks upon his Office ra- 
ther as a burthen, than a preterment. And 
therefore he is wondertully ſolicitous —_ 
the 
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the well diſcharging it. His care ;ang ſtudy is 
chicfly cmploycd upon the;publick, and he,'ra 
ther ſuffers the miſcarriage of his own affairsthan -: 
that the community by his negligence ſhould” | 
reccive any prejudice. While others.ate doing 
their own buſineſs, he is watching for the com; 
mon good ; for healways remembers that heis 
a publick perſon, and thar the timeand ſtrength 
that God affords him arc not his, buttheirs, by 
and for whom he 1s intruſted. We” 

He is a man, that wow” all his power and! 
intereſt, as much as 1s poſhble, for,the mainte- 
nance of the worthip and ſervice of God,' and 
the defence and encouragement of thetrue Re- 
q ligion. For he conſiders God, as the firſt and 
principall perſon to be reſpected in all Govern: 
ments and Societies, as being not onely the Au- 
thour but the Head of them. And he remem- 
bers that Religion doth ſo much. influence' the 
Civil State, that the happnch and ruin of Cities 


and Kingdomsarc link'd with the well or ill mar 
nagement, of it. , - >: Mc 3 

|. And in purſuance of this us Zeal for Godiand. 
Religion he takes care, as much as in him lies, E 
to encourage thoſe Perſons that are Vertuous: \% 


and Good, and to ſuppreſsand bring out of cre- 
dit all Vice and aa all Impicty and: 
Irrcligion, all Faction and Diſorder ; cogether 
with the Maintainers and Ano of then. 

| He 


aaa, 
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_ 54 a Man, that cfQually' makes good 
Charaer of limfelF,” who was alſo a Ma- 
ich He puts on Righteouſneſs and it choaths 
im, his Fudgment is a Robe and a Diadem : He 
is E yes to Wi Blind, and Feet he is to the lame : 
He 3s a Father to the Poor, and the Cauſe which 
he knoweth not he ſear cheth out : He breaketh the 
Faws of the Wicked, and plucketh the'Spoil out of 
his teeth. | 
He is a Man, that looketh upon himſelf to 
have a Truſt, both with reference to thoſe a- 
bove him, and thofe under him: And there- 
fore he is careful] to carr NR hiraſelf with an <- 
ven ſteady hand, with reſpect to both; ſtudr- 
ouſ} y endcavouring, borh po erve his Al L 
hes: his Prince, and his rdelity : ro'the'P 
fick : 'Neither mvading the Rights of the oh” 
nor 'injiring'the Libertics of the othet: © ' ' 
- Heisone,, thar, next'to the Honour of Cod, 
Radies "the Peace and Quiet of che Phce where 
he's contern'd. And therefore, as orrane hand 
he 1s watchtull in pywws out 'Dangers, and 
quick i! applying ſac {t emedics th them as Y 
are-'proper  m- the Place and Station he' holds: 
Wy __ the other fide _ neither takes nor gives 
Atfarm uporn-eve Sermrze, or - 
lhe Aka Goh. _ ng the beſt Nt 
things that happen; nd by his Pradence and 
Mogtrdton CNAavours to extmguiſh growing 
Flames, 


\ 
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Flames, rather than add Fewell to thern {'Tw 
calm 2nd allay meris Jealouſies and Aninoſt 
ries, rather than'ro-exeite and increaſe :theth7 

Laſtly, to conclude; He is a Many 'that' ſa 
God; that honvours'the King 3 -thac is obſer- 
vant 'of the Laws; that'is true to! the Govern® 
rent ;, and that meddlcy' not with them. chat 
are givert toc | 

Having thus given you an accotmr of ths op: 

rhe man,” under the feveraliprincipaf relations 
in whch he ftands ;' F come mow .itt the ſecond: 
lace, for the comfore of all that are- fuch/'and 
_n the encouragement of all others to ended: 
your-to be fuch ; to fet forth the advantages” ard 
trviledges, thir ſuck a man-enjoyy ut evil and 
Gan crous- times. © 7o'' the Opright I there at} er 

DE ie the Darteeſe 9.11) 

Darkneſs as I told you before, | 15 4 word ond 
which the 2—_ exprefleth 'an ©, 
ſtxairs, ph: ; or _ $0 wy 
I5.2T. Dar 5 is' there ogpol to' Proſperity 
thus Lam. 3: 2. I am the'man;, (faith the Prot 
that have ſeen AfflicJion,, by the rod- of his wrath 
he hath led" me and brought me into Darktefs, 
And thus likewiſe, to 'nartiet” no nitore;” Fg 
Foel 2. 2. The day of Gods Viſitation®) MEneverty=<Fh 
rufalem is called a Day of «Dark, 
neſs ; a day of C londs and: Ai vr Dirk. 

"This now being the * wh Ditkeſs' - 


[20] 

when it is faid-in the Text, Zo. the Upright. man: 
there ariſeth Light in the Darkneſs; By Light we. 
may underſtand any one of theſe three things, 
that 1s to ſay, Dro | 

. By Light, we may underſtand. Light for hs: 
Guidance and DireAion ;and then the ſenſe is, Thar. 
in critical and perilous times, the Upright. man. 
of all others, will be beſt enabled to order and. 
manage his affairs. INS; 

Or ſecondly, By Light we may underſtand 
Safety and Defence, as the word 1s ſometimes 
taken-in Scripture ; and then the ſenſe 1s, That 
in Eyil times the Upright man walks moſt free 
from danger ;; He 'of all others may expect ſe- 
curity and protection-in a common Calanuty. 
-, Or thirdly , By Light we may underſtand. 
Peace and Foy (as that How 1s another: uſual 
{enſe of the word,) and then the meaning is, 
Thar in eyil times, , let things happen as they. 


wall, .chough it ſhoyld be the tortune ofthe Ups | 


right man, to be oppreſt in the: crowd; Yet this 
happy neſs he will always have, that his mind 
wall be at perfect caſe and peace. Nothing ſhall 
cycr' diſcompaſe $4) but in the midſt of his 
wy a! heart.thall be xepleniſhed with per- 

Ua.,, art, #7 ! 779 | 
"Io any ons of theſe ſenſes. the Text may be ta- 
ken, and nll the: Three it fails not to be made 


good tq the Upright man. z id 
Þ£ofta kay Firſt, 


if 
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_. Firſt, 7o|the Upright man there ariſeth Light'in 
the Narkneſs; taking; Light for Guidence and: Di- 
refion. - Be thetimes never fo dark; hehath.rhis 
happineſs, that he1s rarely at a loſs how to ſteer 
his courſe. He finds his way eaſily when other 
men arc quite,bewildred ; and: he readily expe- 
dites himſelf out of ſuch difficulties.as thoſe x pu 
act by other principles find themſelves grievouſ- 
ly incangled with. This 1s a thing that ſhould 
mightily. recommend the practice of Upright- 
neſs, . clpecially. ut; ey] tunes 5 and that 1t is 
really attended with this advantage, muſt needs 
be acknowledged _ theſe rwo accounts: 

_ Firſt, To an Upright man his way lics plai- 
ncrand is morecalily ſeen and diſcovered. . 

And ſecondly, He hatha greater Light to dec 
it by, than thoſe thac take other meaſures inthe 
management of their' defigns. ; 


CICCUIN- - 
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circumſtances he hghrs into, hewiltbeextream- 
ly.atialof-how-to behave himſelf; If hego this 
way, thdn.will fomething come eo-Light, which. 
he ftudioufly endeavours to conceal; .Tf' he go 
that way , —_— dſoNges —_— or 
forpe. parry whole mntoreft 15 necellary +6 ſip” 
port Lang Fra 20.4 third way, hedeftiroys hk 
whach is his main” deſign.” - Arwhat a Tofs'now 
in ſuch a-catc as this muſt a man-needs be: m the 
determining hunfelf? o_ what a rack '1s-his' 
underſtanding; put, to get fairly rid of theſe dif- 
ficulecs.? And: yet fuch Dfemmas, a5- theſe, 15 
cvery.one that walks not Uprightly, ever and 
anon crampt wath in hs Counfels and Delibera- 
tions. - TEE 9 TEBIT 
- Bue fuppofe hegetwdl over the preſent difh- 
culty;; yer he' is but where he was :-For upon the: 
next emergency of affairs he is as much puzled' 
and nonpluſtas bctore. The fame method wilknot 
ſerve. hum twice for the carrying on his deſigns. 
As often as new: occahorts ariſe, fo often muſt- 
he alter his Counſels , and take new meaſures : 
Ao that he isalways unſteady; often mconſiſtent 
with himſelf; utterly unrefoly'd what man he 
ſhall be,” or wha parc he ſhall a; in the next 
ſcene thar offers irſelf. | 
Theſe difficulties and perplexaties- the man of 
Intrigues 15 always. hamper'd with ; and they 
neceilarily ariſe trom. the various flexures-and- 


Fl 
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ctrryngs of the way that ads to his ends : But 
the contrary bf all thrs,i 


ntrary bf 5 the Lor of the Uprighe 
Man.” * Fbr his way nather lies on this fide, nor 
on that ſide, but always ſtraight forward. He 
hath bur one great end to purſtie,. and that is 
to difcharge $60d' conſcience : all His other 
concernments are wholly regulated by thar,The 
conſequence of which is, Thar he hath no claſh- 
ing of interettsto perplex Ins deliberations; ,No 
fide turns ' chat 'mult be ſerye,; to divert. him 
cd rh6 righr hand or co the left, but he always 
tooks finichr before hiats fo thar lt tis rd 
[arions are ie” made; moſt of thoſe difficul- 
ces that intangle other men Arc quite cut off 
and avoided ; Fi Counſels and his Methods are, 
always the fame; and he 15 {dom at a loſs 
how ro behave himfclf. upon a new. cmergency- 
In a word,Ftis way is commonty fo plain that he 
ſtands inneed of lice Advice or inſtruction tor, 
che fmding it: © And this is' that which Solomon. 
hath'rold us,” The Integrity of. the: Upright ſhall,,,,,.... 
gore him. .Fot, the path of the. Juſt, is a ſbining 9-48: 
Yo fecondly, If it be his Lot to fall mro ſuch. 
circinftances; wher C his. way not ſo plain & 
brethat there is need of great &lvies and dehibe-- 


_ 
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ratioh what, courſe to ſteer; a$.ic © 6 PApleDfs 

cf} pecilly ie! ſuch tLMcsS AS tle Text if PEA s.of 

Yet here the Upright man harlythe advantage - 
LL 6% al 
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all choſe that walk by different principles; For 
(all other things equal ) he has more Light to 
_ him in : SF 21h of his way than they 
AVC. 

There is this difference, between a man that 
walks Uprightly in all his converfation,and a man 
that hath ſiniſter ends of his own to purſue: The 
former hath always the-free uſe of his Intellectu- 
al Powers, and can exert his reaſon in its high- 
eſt perfe&tion , and to the beſt adyantage: 
Whereas the latter, is horribly clouded in , = 
diſcerning faculties. He hath conſtantly a nult 
before his eyes, which hinders him from right- 
ly diſtinguiſhing the objects he looks upon ; 
and ws aces: occaſions many blunders and 
muſtakes in the che of his way. _ 

My meaning 1s this, Whoever frames his 
hfe by other Meaſures than thoſe of Honeſty 
and Conſcience; whoever intemperately pur- 
ſacth his private ends, or 1s a ſlave to inordinate 
paſſions, let them be of what kind they will : 
theſe things do clap ſuch a Byas upon his Soul, 
as renders him utterly uncapable of making a 
right judgment of things before him, and con- 
ſequently muſt unayoidably expoſe him to a 
great many dangerous errors in the manage- 
ment of his affairs ; and this oftentimes in mat- 
ters that have no great difficulty in them. 


Take any one of the paſſions that uſually 
| gOVEr 
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governthe man that hathno principles of Con: 
EIT Let 1t be either Fear, or Envy, or Re- 
venge, or Vain-glory, or Avyarice, or Ambitt- 
on; 1tis a wonderfull thing to ſee, how mon- 
ſtrouſly they diſtort his Reaſon, and what odd 
extravagant courſcs they put him upon ; and 
this even in plain caſy caſes ; Nay; though the 
man, 1n other things, where his afte&tons have 
no influence, be a very wife man. One could 
{carce imagine the power that theſe things have 
over a mans Judgment ; bur that we every day 
ſce ſuch {trange inſtances of it. 

But now the Upright man 1s not in the leaſt 
obnox10us to any of theſe inconveniences : For 
having no turns to ſerve bur thoſe that are ho- 
neſt and good; having no private Aﬀections or 
Paſſions to be gratified; he looks upon thmgs 
ina pure and ſimple Light, and not through 
a colourcd glaſs. And conſequently his con- 
ceptions of D co as far as humane endeavours 
can ſccure, are according to their nature ; and 
his determinations and reſolutions are ſuitable to 
his conceptions ; that 15s to ſay, arc reaſonable, 
and fit, and ſuch as become the occaftion. As 
his niain deſign 15s to doe 1n all inſtances that 
which1s beſt; ſo that defign preſerves him from 
muſtaking x: his Notions of what 1s beſt. Hts 
Reaſon and Undcrſtanding arc free and at l- 
berty ; and if there do ariſc any. knot or difkcut 

E ty, 
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ty, he of all others is likely to untic it with the 

reateſt caſe. And this 1s that which the Plalmuſt 
my told us, 7 he fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of Wiſedome, a good Underſtanding have all they 
that doe thereafter. 

But ſecondly, It we take Light, tor Safcty 
and Sccurity, tor Defence and Protection, as 1t 
is ſoractimes uſed in the holy Scripturc: In 
this ſenſe alſo Light ariſeth to the Upright in 
times of Darkneſs. For ſuch a man may in the 
worlt of times, above all other men promiſe 
theſe things to himſel And this is that which 
Solomon tells us, He that walketh Uprightly wal- 
keth ſurely. And indeed thus ſeems to be the. 
thing principally intended 1n the Text ; The 
Light which 1s here ſaid to ariſe ro the Upright 
in Darkneſs, ſecmeth cluetly -to reſpect his 
Security from Danger in the times of a com- 


mon Calamity; as appears by what unmed[- 


atcly tolloweth ; viz. He Jhall not be moved for 
ever ;. he ſhall not be afraid of evil tidings ; his 
beart ' ſhall not ſhrink untill he ſee his deſire upon 
his Enemies. 

Now this Security in tunes of Danger the Up- 
right man may expect upon theſe two accounts. 
Firit, His Uprighencſs 1n 1ts own nature ( as 
things arc contrived and carried on 1n the 
world) doth above all other things conduce to 
it. And ſccondly, He 15 upon account there- 


of 
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of intituled to Gods more particular protec- 
TION. 

Firſt, The Paths of Uprightneſs are in them- 
ſelves ſuch as naturally tend to ſecure a man in 
Evil and Dangerous times. 

For firſt, They do zeally contribute ro the 
Good and Happineſs of the Publick, in the 
which every mans private ſafety is in a manner 
bound up. As by wickedneſs (they are the words 
of Solomon) a City is overthrown: ſo by the bleſ- -rv.u. 
ſing of the Upright it is exalted. Every Upright * 
man, 15 really a benefactor to the Publick: For 
by him and ſuch as he, Cities and Kingdoms 
are ſupported which would otherwiſe fall into 
confuſion. The whole Body polttick owes its 
preſeryation to the Virtuous Carc, and Honeſt 
Endeayours of Upright men. And every fuch 
man in particular reaps the benefit of ſuch his 
Endeayours ; For he ſhares in his own perſon 
that protection and ſecurity he procures to the 
Community.. And if he had not been Upright, 
as the publick would have fared ſomething the 
worſe for it: Soit 1s certain he in his private 
_— would 1n the ſame proportion, have 
fared the worle alfo. 

But this conſideration of the conducivencſs 
of Honeſty and Uprightneſs to the good of the 
Publick, I direct chiefly to thoſe that are in Ot- 
fice and Authority ; tor really their c—y 

2 an 
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and conduct hath a more than ordinary ſtroak 
inthe good or bad ſucceſs of the common at- 
fairs. And therefore it concerns them eſpect- 
ally to look to themſelves that they be Men of 
Integrity, and keep a good Conſcience 1n the 
diſcharge of their truſt. Upon their Upright 
walking, the ſafety and preſervation of the Pub- 
lick doth more dcpend than upon: the Endea- 
vours of a thouſand private men. Though 
they are but particular perſons, yct being ve- 
{ted with Authority ; their Conduct and Ma- 
nagement hath as great an influence upon the 
common good or the common ruin, as it they 
were a Multitude ; and ſingle as they are, they 
do in a great meaſure carry the ballance of the 
ublick Fortune in their hands. 

Burt ſecondly, The conduciveneſs of eyery 
mans Uprightneſs, to the publick good is not 
the onely conſideration, upon which it is recom- 
mendable, as a means for obtaining ſafety and 
ſecurity in cvil times. For Jet the publick go 
as 1t will : In the worſt of times; it any man 
can m probability be thought able to ſhitt for 
humſclt ; if any man can 1n reaſon hope 
to c{capethe Viotence and Iniquity of the times; 
the Upright man, the man of Honeſty and In- 
tcgrity 15 likelyelt to be the man: I fay 1n rca- 
ſon he 1s Jikelyeſt and as things commonly go. 
For he of all others takes the ſurcit courſe to 


preſerve 
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preſerve Iumſelt; and 1s leaſt obnoxious either 
tothe malice or the envy , the undermining or 
the rapine, of open Enenues or pretended 
Friends. 
- All knavery and diſhoneſt dealings feta man 

up fora mark to be ſhot at ; bur Uprightneſs 
and Integrity 15 a ſhield and a protection. 

The Upright man doth ſo order the courſe 
of his life, that he uſually avoids all thoſe rocks 
that other men ſplic upon, and whuch uſually 
prove their ruin. The undoing of moſt men 
cven 1n evil times, lies commonly at their own 
door, and they may thank themſelves tor it. It 
they had been ſufhciently caretull of themſelves, 
che malignity of the times would ſcarce haye 
roucht them. Tr 1s generally cither very great 
carelcneſs and groſs neglect of their own attaurs; 
or the lJaviſhneſs or INFEMPETANCE of their 
Tongues; or an 1ll gotten Eftare ; or private 
Injuries they have done, and private grudges 
they have contracted ; or pragmaricalneſs in 
other mens matters ; or factious adherence to 4 
party ; or breach of truſt; or treachery to the 
publick, or the hke : I ſay, at1s theſe things that 
do moſt commonly draw nuſchict upon mens 
heads, and lay the foundations of all rhoſe 
ſ{traitsand diſhcultics 1n which they are intan- 
gled even 1n the worſt of times. But now the 
Upright man doth in.a great meaſure _— - 

theſe 


[30] - 
theſe occaſions ; for his principles do oblige tum 


to walk ina way that is diametrically oppolite to 


the things I have mentioned. per: 

The Upright man treads upon ſuch ſurc 
foundations, and his ways are ſo umvecrſfally 
approved by mankind ; that, as things uſually 
go, no man will caſily ofter hum uyury but 1t 
will be to I1s own detriment. 

The Rule he walks by is ſuch, as doth effcc- 
tually procure him the moſt friends and the 
fewelt enemies, for he takes the courſe to ob- 
lige all ſorts of men ; and conſequently he 
cannot caſily fail, of finding thoſe who will 
uſe their urmoſt endeavour to aſlift and reſcue 
him when he lights into any difficult circum- 


ſtances. ; 


His righecous converſation 18 ſo unexceptio- 
nablc; and fo prudent he 1sin the management 
of Is affairs; that thoſe that love him not, will 
not eaſily tind an occafion to doe him much 
muſchuct. 

Even thoſe that have no acquaintance with 
him, yet have ſo much concernment tor Hone- 
ſty and Uprightneſs in general, that they will 
ſtudy to give him what aſſiſtance and defence 
they can, out of a natural ſenſe rhar it 1s &t a 
good man ſhould be protected ; and that, for 
any thing they know, his cafe and circumſtan- 
ces may come to be theirs. | | 

And 
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And thofe that have laſt all ſcnſe of gaad 
and evi], yet outof care to preſerve their credit 
among(t men (amongſt the generality of wham, 
to be an honeſt man will always ſignif a great 
dcal z for when all is done, it is 1mpoſlible to ex- 
cirpate the notions of Virtue and Honeſty out of 
the minds of the multitude: ) Ifay, in paint of 
their own credit and intereſt they are concern'd 
to be carctull how they oppreſs ſuch a man. 

Bur whatever become of thefe things ; how 
incftcctual ſoever all humane means may be, 
for the ſecuring and preſerving an Uprigheman 
in cvil times: Yet in the ſecand place, he has 
another Anchor to ſtay himſelf upon, which is 
more firm and ſtable, and which will not fail 
him: and that 1s the. protection of God All- 
mighty : Thecare of his particular providence 
to whuch he 15 intituled. 

Men may plot and defign; may model and 
contrive ;, may- order and manage things as - 
they pleaſe: Bug when all is done, it 15 Gad that 
governcth the world ; | and cither blaſts their 
moſt tair- and  hopefull projects ; or it he 
ſuffers them to ſucceed, turns them to what 
uſe and purpoſes he pleaſes : Now this God that 
Rules and daſpoſcth all things (cven the moſt 
particular; For not a ſparrow doth fall to the 
ground without his will ; and by him the wery hairs 
of our head are numbred ) Thus God hath cnga- 

ged 
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ocd himſelf, to take care in an eſpecial man- 
ner, of thoſe that fear him, and walk Upright- 
ly before hi 

7.37% Hehath Fed his Pronuſe over and over a- 
26, ak- gain, that he will make their Righteouſneſs as 
clear as the Light, and their juſt dealing- as the 
noon day. They ſhall not be confounded in the 
perilous time, and in the days of dearth they ſhall 
have enough. Though they fall they ſhall not be 
caſt down, for the Lord upholdeth them with his 
hand. In a word, that he will be their ſtrength 
in the time of trouble ; he will ſfland by them and 
ſave them, he will deliver them from the ungodly ; 
he will ſave them becauſe they put their truſt in | 

him. | 
It would be endleſs to quote all the paflages 
in the book of God that ſpeak to this purpoſe. 
And thercforc I ſhall diſmiſs this point with that 
remarkable one which we find in the Prophecy 
caps. +. of Iſaiah, wherein we may fee, both the Up- 
right man, and hisſecurity in evil times, deſcri- 
bed in very lively colours. He that walketh | 
Righteouſly and ſpeaketh Uprightly; He that deſpi- = | 
ſeth the gain of oppreſſions ; that ſhaketh his hands 
from holding of bribes ; that ſloppeth his ears from 
hearing of bloud ; and ſhutteth his eyes from ſeeing 
evil : He ſhall dwell on high ; his place of defence 
ſhall be the munitions of Rocks ;, his bread ſhall be 
given him ; his water ſhall be ſure, The ſence 


of 
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of which in ſhort is this, That whoever walks 
Uprightly and makes a conſcience of his ways: 
| ſucha man ſhall be always under the watchfull 
care and protection of the Divine Providence. 
And never will God ſuffer him to fall into an 
gricvous diſtreſs; buthe ſhall always have fich 
a portion of the good things of this world af- 
torded to hum, as will be ſufficient not onely to 
make his lite ſupportable, but caſy. 

And in truth, The experience of the world 
generally makes this good: Honeſt and Upright 
men for the moſt part, in the moſt publick ca- 
lamitics fare well ; at leaſt much better than 
thoſe that are not ſo. In their greateſt extremi- 
ties when they have no proſpect of deliverance 
from any humane means , ſtrange extraordi- 
nary unexpected ſuccour and relict doth arrive 
to them. Ina word, that care of the ſpecial 
Providence of God attends them that they are 
never miſerable, however they may benow and 
then cut ſhort in their outward fortunes. | 

Butit muſt be acknowledged, that though 
Picty and Uprigheneſs hath the promulſe of ſecu- 
rity in this Lite; and that promulſe for the moſt 
part, and in general ſpeaking 1s made good: Yet 
there are a great many exempt caſes. God may 
{cc it fit now and then to ſutter an Upright man 
to be oppreſt, and to periſh ina common ruin; 
and this without any violation of his "Rem 
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of this kind , which do indeed reſpe&t no 
more than the ordinary common events and 
ſuccefſes of things. Bur yet cven in this cafe 
{ti} there will 7o the Upright ariſe Light in the | 
Darkneſs ; that is, Light in the third ſence we | 
have given of the ward, viz, taking Light for 
Peace and Joy and Comfort. And this 1s that 
which the Pfalmift tells us in another place, 
Pla.g7- Light is ſown for the Righteous, and Gladnefs for the 
Upright in heart. | 
Whatever Afictions come upon the Upright 
man, yet he hath this advantage of other men, 
thar he bears them infinitely more hghtly than 
they do ; They are really no great difturbance K 
ro ng for he injoys the fame calmneſs and | 
ſcrenity of mind; the ſame peace and quiet, and | 
contentment that ever he cid. 
His preſent fufferings are rather matter of 
rcjoycing and triumph to him, than of diſcon- 
tent and repining; for he knows that they come 


upon him, by the Connſcl and Diſpoſal of the | 


great Goycrnour of the World: And he 
knows that he hath ſo fincerely approved him- 
ſclf to God, and 1s fo well beloved by him ; 
that he ſhould not have been ordercd into theſe 
circumftances, had it not been really tor his 1 
good. And this conſideration doth fo cttectu- 
ally ſupport hum under all the difhcultics that 
he hath to conflict with, that he not onely firs 

down 
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down eaſily and quietly, but is very well pleaſed 
with the diſpenſations of the Divine Providence 
towards him; how ingratctull ſoeyer they may 
be to fleſh and bloud. be 
Let what will happen to him, he is full of 
Peace and Joy. For he hath met with no diſ- 
appointment of his deſigns. His great aim was 
to pleaſe God; and his Conſcience from Gods 
word aſſures him that he has done it ; and he 
hath nothing to doe farther but to wait for the 
happy time, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
be revealed, and every mans Counſels and 
Actions ſhall be made mamiteſt, and then he 
doubts not to reccive approbation and prailc, 
and a great Reward in that. Day of the Lord 
Feſus. And ſo much the; rather, becauſe this 
light affliction, wherewith he is now exerciſed, he 


is aſſured, will work for him\ a far more exceeding Cr.q7. 


and eternal weight of Glory. 

To conelude , Whatever his ſufferings be; 
he will Iive and die 1n a profound peace ; per- 
fectly ſatisfied with all Gods dealings towards 
him: And his Lite and Death will verify to all 
that know him that advice and obſervation of 


the Plalnuſt ; Mark the Perfect man, and behold <q 


the Upright, for the end of that man is Peace. 
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